
Background of the founding of the Hungarian Lauder Javne School 

The Lauder School’s Articles of Association in 1990 set out the following goal: “the creation 

of a secular Hungarian Jewish school, which ensures the conveying of Hungarian, European 

and universal Jewish culture and values at the highest standards for all children who, 

regardless of nationality, ethnicity or religious views, wish and undertake to learn and make 

this culture and knowledge their own.”   

The founders took into account that Hungarian Jewish identity is not homogeneous, but is 

rather comprised of varying ratios of religious, traditional, ethnic and cultural elements. The 

Lauder School was primarily created for people with Jewish identity who understand and 

accept that such an identity can be experienced and expressed in many ways, and therefore 

accept that their own way of looking at Jewish identity is not the single, correct one. 

Religious and secular elements in the school’s Jewish views 

The rich diversity of Hungarian Jewish culture, society and world views guided the founders 

when they made it clear: religion will only be one of the many elements in defining the 

Jewish views and identity of the school. With this in mind, we consider it self-evident that 

any person applying to the Lauder School is interested in and wishes to learn about Jewish 

religion, tradition and culture. Both modern, secular Jewish culture and Jewish religion are 

intertwined in the school’s Jewish identity, but Jewish law, Halakha, is not the sole basis of 

interpreting religious elements.  

The Lauder School holds the principle of freedom paramount: we wish to provide both 

freedom of religion and freedom from religion. We do everything we can to provide our 

practicing religious students with the possibility to live and work in line with their rules, but 

at the same time, we do not require anyone to practice Jewish religion. 

Jews and non-Jews in the school 

Since its founding, a guiding principle of the school has been its openness to students who 

do not consider themselves Jewish. Many of the teachers and students in the school are not 

Jewish according to Jewish law, or are not even of Jewish descent, but naturally, all of the 

school’s colleagues and students have equal rights and status in the institute’s community. 

Our entire educational program was created with awareness and respect of the cultural, 

religious and ethnic diversity of our students.  When designing our syllabus, we took into 

account the fact that a significant number of Hungarian Jews live in interfaith and 

intercultural marriages, and so many of our students’ identities are shaped by multicultural 

and multi-religious experiences in their home.  

The goals and status of Jewish culture in education 

It is our firm belief that in interpreting religious ideas and practices, all religious and secular 

Jewish views must be taken into account, and we educate our students in such a way as to 



ensure that they learn all the aspects and interpreting methods, and so are able to 

independently choose from the different Jewish identities and views for themselves as they 

see fit. A valid and well-founded choice, however, can only be made in knowledge of all 

aspects, and so we emphasize the acquiring of factual knowledge as the basis for such a 

choice. When creating our syllabus, we follow a value pluralistic view. Our goal is to teach 

our students love, respect and understanding of modern Jewish practice and experience, 

and to ensure they are independent, free thinkers with regards to secular and Jewish 

culture.  Modern Hebrew and a relationship with the State of Israel are important parts of 

modern Jewish identity. The Lauder School practices the same openness and pluralism with 

regards to the political and world views surrounding Israel. We make every effort to present 

the culture, history and everyday life of Israel in a diverse and value-centered way.   

Pluralism 

Nowadays, Jewish religion, tradition and culture are defined in many, substantially different 

and sometimes contradictory ways.  Our school sees this diversity not as a simple fact, but as 

a great value, as the different definitions of Jewish culture make it possible for people with 

differing world views who hold different values at their core to choose the interpretation 

that they find most appealing.  During the educational experience at our school, we strive to 

ensure that students get to know Jewish culture not from one single point of view, but from 

a multitude of interpretations. 

Independent thought and choice 

In its 3000-year-old journey, Jewish culture has created an incredible, rich variety of values, 

thoughts, interpretations and lifestyles. Our goal is to ensure that for Jewish students who 

graduate from Lauder, Jewish identity is something that enriches their life, be it a life in 

Hungary or anywhere in the world. For our non-Jewish students, our hope is that they will 

become responsible, freedom loving adults who understand and value Jewish culture as well 

as respect the traditions of others.  

Teaching modern Jewish identity 

We firmly believe that an understanding of Jewish culture, tradition and religion is not 

simply knowledge of certain facts and adherence to a given lifestyle. We strive to give our 

students a Jewish and European identity, which incorporates both traditional, and modern, 

secular Jewish culture as well. Our goal is to educate students not only in the facts of the 

past, but in Jewish philosophy, literature, fine arts and film, and to facilitate the integration 

of all the knowledge they have gained from Jewish culture into contemporary everyday life. 

Jewish culture is not merely a subject in the timetable along with the others, but is rather 

incorporated into the teaching of general subjects. 

*** 



The Lauder School believes in the power of knowledge, community and innovation. Our 

school is a special workshop where through encountering Jewish tradition and culture, our 

students simultaneously receive both the values of Jewish tradition and modernity as well in 

line with the spirit of our times. Our school combines the values of tradition and modernity 

to help students develop the desire to learn about and understand Jewish identity, to 

acquire openness and acceptance of diversity. 

 


